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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Christopher Brody on July 15, 201 1. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 5 is amended as follows: 

Claim 5. The method for the production of cyclic peptides according to claim 1, wherein the 
charge- stabilized leaving group is a compound of the formula 



H 



A 




(I) 



R3 



wherein the following applies: 
A is selected from O [[or]] and S, 



Application/Control Number: 10/566,432 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1651 

and whereby Rl, R2, R3, R4 and R5 are independent of one another and are selected from: 

-NO2, -CN, -F, -CI, -Br, -1, -CH2CI, -SO3H, -H, -NHj^ -NLg^, -C(=0)L, -C(=0)Het, -O , -NL2, - 

NH2, -OL, -OH, -NHC(=0)L, 

-OC(=0)L, -SL, -CO2 , -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, 

-cycloalkenyl, -heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and 

-heteroaryl, 

wherein 

L is selected from: -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, -cycloalkenyl, 

-heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl, wherein -alkyl stands for a group with 1 to 
20 carbon atoms and -alkenyl for a monounsaturated or polyunsaturated group with 2 to 20 
carbon atoms and -alkyl or -alkenyl are linear or branched; -cycloalkyl and -cycloalkenyl stand 
for a group with 3 to 20 carbon atoms; heteroalkyl stands for an alkyl group wherein up to 5 
carbon atoms are substituted by atoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and 
phosphorus; the heterocyclic group stands for a residue with 1 to 20 carbon atoms wherein up to 
5 carbon atoms are substituted by heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, 
phosphorus; aryl stands for an aromatic residue with 5 to 20 carbon atoms and heteroaryl stands 
for a corresponding aromatic residue in which up to 5 carbon atoms are substituted by 
heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and phosphorus. 



Claim 6 is amended as follows: 
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Claim 6. The method Method for the production of cyclic peptides according to claim 1, 
wherein the charge- stabilized leaving group is a compound of the formula 



wherein the following applies: 

A [[= O, S]] is selected from O and S 

and whereby Rl and R2 are independent of one anothe r and are selected from : 

-NO2, -CN, -F, -CI, -Br, -I, -CH2CI, -SO3H, -H, -NHa^ -NLa^, -C(=0)L, -C(=0)Het, -O , -NL2, - 

NH2, -OL, -OH, -NHC(=0)L, -OC(=0)L, -SL, -CO2", -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, - 

cycloalkenyl, -heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and 

-heteroaryl, 

wherein 

L [[=]] is selected from -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, -cycloalkenyl, 

-heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl, wherein -alkyl stands for a group with 1 to 
20 carbon atoms and -alkenyl for a monounsaturated or polyunsaturated group with 2 to 20 
carbon atoms and -alkyl or -alkenyl are linear or branched; -cycloalkyl and -cycloalkenyl stand 
for a group with 3 to 20 carbon atoms; heteroalkyl stands for an alkyl group wherein up to 5 
carbon atoms are substituted by atoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and 
phosphorus; the heterocyclic groups stand for a residue with 1 to 20 carbon atoms wherein up to 




H 



(11) 
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5 carbon atoms are substituted by heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, 
and phosphorus; aryl stands for an aromatic residue with 5 to 20 carbon atoms and heteroaryl 
stands for a corresponding aromatic residue in which up to 5 carbon atoms are substituted by 
heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and phosphorus. 

Claim 7 is amended as follows: 

Claim 7. The method Method for the production of cyclic peptides according to claim 1, 
wherein the charge- stabilized leaving group is a compound of the formula 



R2 R3 




wherein the following applies: 

A [[= O, S]] is selected from O and S and 

Z [[= O, S,]] is selected from O and S. 

and whereby Rl, R2, and R3 are independent of one anothe r and are selected from : 

-NO2, -CN, -F, -CI, -Br, -I, -CH2CI, -SO3H, -H, -NHa^, -NL?^, -C(=0)L, -C(=0)Het, -O , -NL2, 

-NH2, -OL, -OH, -NHC(=0)L, -OC(=0)L, -SL, -CO2", -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, - 

cycloalkenyl, -heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and 

-heteroaryl. 
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wherein 

L [[=]] is selected from -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, -cycloaUcenyl, 

-heteroaUcyl, -heterocycloaUcyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl, wherein -aUcyl stands for a group with 1 to 
20 carbon atoms and -alkenyl for a monounsaturated or polyunsaturated group with 2 to 20 
carbon atoms and -alkyl or -alkenyl are linear or branched; -cycloalkyl and -cycloalkenyl stand 
for a group with 3 to 20 carbon atoms; heteroalkyl stands for an alkyl group wherein up to 5 
carbon atoms are substituted by atoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and 
phosphorus; the heterocyclic groups stand for a residue with 1 to 20 carbon atoms wherein up to 
5 carbon atoms are substituted by heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, 
and phosphorus; aryl stands for an aromatic residue with 5 to 20 carbon atoms and heteroaryl 
stands for a corresponding aromatic residue in which up to 5 carbon atoms are substituted by 
heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and phosphorus. 

Claim 8 is amended as follows: 

Claim 8. The method Method for the production of cyclic peptides according to claim 1, 
wherein the charge- stabilized leaving group is a compound of the formula 
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wherein tlie following applies: 

A [[= O, S]] is selected from O and S and 

Z [[= O, S,]] is selected from O and S. 

and whereby Rl, R2, and R3 are independent of one anothe r and are selected from : 

-NO2, -CN, -F, -CI, -Br, -I, -CH2CI, -SO3H, -H, -NHa^ -NLa^ -C(=0)L, -C(=0)Het, -O , -NL2, 

-NH2, -OL, -OH, -NHC(=0)L, -OC(=0)L, -SL, -CO2", -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, - 

cycloalkenyl, -heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and 

-heteroaryl, 

wherein 

L [[=]] is selected from -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, -cycloalkenyl, 

-heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl, wherein -alkyl stands for a group with 1 to 
20 carbon atoms and -alkenyl for a monounsaturated or polyunsaturated group with 2 to 20 
carbon atoms and -alkyl or -alkenyl are linear or branched; -cycloalkyl and -cycloalkenyl stand 
for a group with 3 to 20 carbon atoms; heteroalkyl stands for an alkyl group wherein up to 5 
carbon atoms are substituted by atoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and 
phosphorus; the heterocyclic groups stand for a residue with 1 to 20 carbon atoms wherein up to 
5 carbon atoms are substituted by heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, 
and phosphorus; aryl stands for an aromatic residue with 5 to 20 carbon atoms and heteroaryl 
stands for a corresponding aromatic residue in which up to 5 carbon atoms are substituted by 
heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and phosphorus. 
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Claim 9 is amended as follows: 

Claim 9. The method Method for the production of cyclic peptides according to claim 1, 
wherein the charge- stabilized leaving group is a compound of the formula 




wherein the following applies: 

A [[= O, S]] is selected from O and S 

and whereby Rl, R2, R3, R4 and R5 are independent of one anothe r and are selected from : 
-NO2, -CN, -F, -CI, -Br, -I, -CH2CI, -SO3H, -H, -NHg^ -NLa^, -C(=0)L, -C(=0)Het, -O , -NL2, 
-NH2, -OL, -OH, -NHC(=0)L, -OC(=0)L, -SL, -CO2", -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, - 
cycloalkenyl, -heteroalkyl, -heterocycloaUcyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl, 
wherein 

L [[=]] is selected from -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, -cycloalkenyl, 

-heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl, wherein -alkyl stands for a group with 1 to 
20 carbon atoms and -alkenyl for a monounsaturated or polyunsaturated group with 2 to 20 
carbon atoms and -alkyl or -alkenyl are linear or branched; -cycloalkyl and -cycloalkenyl stand 
for a group with 3 to 20 carbon atoms; heteroalkyl stands for an alkyl group wherein up to 5 
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carbon atoms are substituted by atoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and 
phosphorus; the heterocyclic groups stand for a residue with 1 to 20 carbon atoms wherein up to 
5 carbon atoms are substituted by heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, 
and phosphorus; aryl stands for an aromatic residue with 5 to 20 carbon atoms and heteroaryl 
stands for a corresponding aromatic residue in which up to 5 carbon atoms are substituted by 
heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and phosphorus. 

Claim 10 is amended as follows: 

Claim 10. Method for the production of a substrate and subsequent reaction of this substrate 

with peptide cyclases into a cyclic peptide, wherein the substrate is a linear peptide substrates ore 

linear peptides , wherein the following steps are carried out one after the other: 

[[-]] adding to a free peptide acid in a solvent a reagent activating the C-terminus of the 

peptide acid, a coupling additive and a charge-stabilized to obtain a mixture leaving group to the 

free peptide acid in a solvent , 

[[-]] stirring the mixture at room temperature, 

[[-]] adding [[of]] a base to the mixture and further stirring the mixture at room temperature, 
[[-]] filtering the mixture , 

[[-]] removing [[of]] the solvent from the mixture . 

[ [- ] ] deprotecting [ [of] ] the linear peptide resulting from the previous steps . 
[[-]] adding [[of]] a peptide cyclase to the hnear peptide , and 

[[-]] purifying [[of]] the cyclic peptide obtained^ 
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[[-]] wherein an acyl group of the C-terminal free peptide acid of the linear peptide is bound to 
the charge - stabilized leaving group. 

Claim 1 1 is amended as follows: 

Claim 11. The metho dM ethod for the production of a substrate and subsequent reaction of this 
substrate with peptide cyclases into a cyclic peptide according to claim 10, wherein the acyl 
group of the C-terminal amino acid of the linear peptide is bound to one of the charge - stabilized 
leaving groups selected from the following: 
a.) a compound of the formula 




(I) 



R3 



wherein the following applies: 

A [[= O, S]] is selected from O and S. 

and whereby Rl, R2, R3, R4 and R5 are independent of one anothe r and are selected from : 
-NO2, -CN, -F, -CI, -Br, -I, -CH2CI, -SO3H, -H, -NHa^, -NLg^, -C(=0)L, -C(=0)Het, -O , -NL2, - 
NH2, -OL, -OH, -NHC(=0)L, 
-OC(=0)L, -SL, -CO2", -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl. 
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-cycloalkenyl, -heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and 

-heteroaryl, 

wherein 

L [[=]] is selected from: -aUcyl. -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, -cycloalkenyl, 

-heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl, wherein -alkyl stands for a group with 1 to 
20 carbon atoms and -alkenyl for a monounsaturated or polyunsaturated group with 2 to 20 
carbon atoms and -alkyl or -alkenyl are linear or branched; -cycloalkyl and -cycloalkenyl stand 
for a group with 3 to 20 carbon atoms; heteroalkyl stands for an alkyl group wherein up to 5 
carbon atoms are substituted by atoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfiir, and 
phosphorus; the heterocyclic group stands for a residue with 1 to 20 carbon atoms wherein up to 
5 carbon atoms are substituted by heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, 
and p hosphorus; aryl stands for an aromatic residue with 5 to 20 carbon atoms and heteroaryl 
stands for a corresponding aromatic residue in which up to 5 carbon atoms are substituted by 
heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and p hosphorus; 
(b) a compound of the formula 
R2^ ^R1 




N A 



H 



(11) 



wherein the following applies: 

A [[= O, S]] is selected from O and S 
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and whereby Rl and R2 are independent of one anothe r and are selected from : 

-NO2, -CN, -F, -CI, -Br, -1, -CH2CI, -SO3H, -H, -NHj^ -NLg^, -C(=0)L, -C(=0)Het, -O , -NL2, - 

NH2, -OL, -OH, -NHC(=0)L, -OC(=0)L, -SL, -CO2" , -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, - 

cycloalkenyl, -heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and 

-heteroaryl, 

wherein 

L [[=]] is selected from -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, -cycloalkenyl, 

-heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl, wherein -alkyl stands for a group with 1 to 
20 carbon atoms and -alkenyl for a monounsaturated or polyunsaturated group with 2 to 20 
carbon atoms and -alkyl or -alkenyl are linear or branched; -cycloalkyl and -cycloalkenyl stand 
for a group with 3 to 20 carbon atoms; heteroalkyl stands for an alkyl group wherein up to 5 
carbon atoms are substituted by atoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and 
phosphorus; the heterocyclic groups stand for a residue with 1 to 20 carbon atoms wherein up to 
5 carbon atoms are substituted by heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, 
and phosphorus; aryl stands for an aromatic residue with 5 to 20 carbon atoms and heteroaryl 
stands for a corresponding aromatic residue in which up to 5 carbon atoms are substituted by 
heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and phosphorus; 
(c) a compound of the formula 
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R1 



R2 R3 
A 



■z 



\ 



H 



(III) 



wherein the following applies: 

A [[= O, S]] is selected from O and S and 

Z [[= O, S,]] is selected from O and S. 

and whereby Rl, R2, and R3 are independent of one anothe r and are selected from : 

-NO2, -CN, -F, -CI, -Br, -1, -CH2CI, -SO3H, -H, -NH3^ -NL3^ -C(=0)L, -C(=0)Het, -O", -NL2, 

-NH2, -OL, -OH, -NHC(=0)L, -OC(=0)L, -SL, -CO2", -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, - 

cycloalkenyl, -heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and 

-heteroaryl, 

wherein 

L [[=]] is selected from -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, -cycloalkenyl, 

-heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl, wherein -alkyl stands for a group with 1 to 
20 carbon atoms and -alkenyl for a monounsaturated or polyunsaturated group with 2 to 20 
carbon atoms and -alkyl or -alkenyl are linear or branched; -cycloalkyl and -cycloalkenyl stand 
for a group with 3 to 20 carbon atoms; heteroalkyl stands for an alkyl group wherein up to 5 
carbon atoms are substituted by atoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and 
phosphorus; the heterocyclic groups stand for a residue with 1 to 20 carbon atoms wherein up to 
5 carbon atoms are substituted by heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur. 
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and phosphorus; aryl stands for an aromatic residue with 5 to 20 carbon atoms and heteroaryl 
stands for a corresponding aromatic residue in which up to 5 carbon atoms are substituted by 
heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and phosphorus; 
(d) a compound of the formula 



wherein the following applies: 

A [[= O, S]] is selected from O and S and 

Z [[= O, S,]] is selected from O and S. 

and whereby Rl, R2, and R3 are independent of one anothe r and are selected from : 

-NO2, -CN, -F, -CI, -Br, -I, -CH2CI, -SO3H, -H, -NHa^ -NLa^, -C(=0)L, -C(=0)Het, -O , -NL2, 

-NH2, -OL, -OH, -NHC(=0)L, -OC(=0)L, -SL, -CO2", -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, - 

cycloalkenyl, -heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and 

-heteroaryl, 

wherein 

L [[=]] is selected from -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, -cycloalkenyl, 

-heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl, wherein -alkyl stands for a group with 1 to 
20 carbon atoms and -alkenyl for a monounsaturated or polyunsaturated group with 2 to 20 
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carbon atoms and -alkyl or -alkenyl are linear or branched; -cycloalkyl and -cycloalkenyl stand 
for a group with 3 to 20 carbon atoms; heteroalkyl stands for an alkyl group wherein up to 5 
carbon atoms are substituted by atoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and 
phosphorus; the heterocyclic groups stand for a residue with 1 to 20 carbon atoms wherein up to 
5 carbon atoms are substituted by heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, 
and phosphorus; aryl stands for an aromatic residue with 5 to 20 carbon atoms and heteroaryl 
stands for a corresponding aromatic residue in which up to 5 carbon atoms are substituted by 
heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and phosphorus; and 
(e) a compound of the formula 




wherein the following applies: 

A [[= O, S]] is selected from O and S 

and whereby Rl, R2, R3, R4 and R5 are independent of one anothe r and are selected from : 
-NO2, -CN, -F, -CI, -Br, -I, -CH2CI, -SO3H, -H, -NHa^, -NLg^, -C(=0)L, -C(=0)Het, -O , -NL2, 
-NH2, -OL, -OH, -NHC(=0)L, -OC(=0)L, -SL, -CO2", -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, - 
cycloalkenyl, -heteroalkyl, -heterocycloalkyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl. 
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wherein 

L [[=]] is selected from -alkyl, -alkenyl, -cycloalkyl, -cycloaUcenyl, 

-heteroaUcyl, -heterocycloaUcyl, -aryl, and -heteroaryl, wherein -aUcyl stands for a group with 1 to 
20 carbon atoms and -alkenyl for a monounsaturated or polyunsaturated group with 2 to 20 
carbon atoms and -alkyl or -alkenyl are linear or branched; -cycloalkyl and -cycloalkenyl stand 
for a group with 3 to 20 carbon atoms; heteroalkyl stands for an alkyl group wherein up to 5 
carbon atoms are substituted by atoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and 
phosphorus; the heterocyclic groups stand for a residue with 1 to 20 carbon atoms wherein up to 
5 carbon atoms are substituted by heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, 
and phosphorus; aryl stands for an aromatic residue with 5 to 20 carbon atoms and heteroaryl 
stands for a corresponding aromatic residue in which up to 5 carbon atoms are substituted by 
heteroatoms chosen from the group nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur, and phosphorus. 

Claim 12 is amended as foUows: 

Claim 12. The method Method f or the production of a substrate and subsequent reaction of this 
substrate with peptide cyclases into a cyclic peptide according to claim 11, wherein the leaving 
group possesses a pKa value less than or equal to 10, preferably less than or equal to 8. 

Claim 13 is amended as foUows: 

Claim 13. The method Method for the production of a substrate and subsequent reaction of this 
substrate with peptide cyclases into a cyclic peptide according to claim 10, wherein DCC 
(dicyclohexylcarbodiimide) . DCI (N.N-diisopropvlcarbodiimide) , PyClop 
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(chlorotripyrrolLdinophosphoniumhexafluorophosphate) . HBTU (2- ( 1 H-benzotriazole- 1 -yl)- 
lJ,3,3-tetramethyluronium hexafluorophosphate) , HATU ( 2- ( 7 -aza- 1 H-benzotriazole- 1 -yl)- 
1 . 1 .3.3.-tetramethyluronium hexafluorophosphate) . HOSu (N-hydroxysuccinimide) . TBTU (2- 
( 1 H-benzotriazole- l-yD- 1 , 1 ,3,3-tetramethylaminium tetrafluoroborate) . T3P (propylphosphonic 
anhydride) . BopCl (bis(2-oxo-3-oxazolidinyl)phosphonic chloride) or 3-Cl-l-pyridinium iodide 
[[are]] is used as an activation the reagent for activating the free C- terminus or a side chain 
carboxylic acid of the peptide carboxylic acid. 

Claim 14 is amended as foUows: 

Claim 14. The method Method for the production of a substrate and subsequent reaction of this 
substrate with peptide cyclases into a cyclic peptide according to claim 10, wherein HOBt (N- 
hydroxybenzotriazole) . HOAt ( 1 -hvdroxv-7-azabenzotriazole) or HONB (N-hvdroxv-5- 
norbomene-2.3-dicarboxviimide) [[are]] is used as [[a]] tiie coupling additive. 

Claims 15 and 16 are cancelled. 

Page 11, lines 5-23 of the specification is amended as follows: 

As an alternative to the activation reagent DCC, the substrates according to the present 
invention can also be reacted by reaction of the peptide acid with the respective leaving group in 
the presence of other reagents activating the C- terminus of the peptide acid. Equivalents are 
known and can be used without leaving the area protected by the patent claims. Hereby, the 
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activation reagents known to persons skilled in the art include, for example, DCI (N.N- 
diisopropylcarbodiimide) , PyClop (chlorotripyrrolidinophosphonium hexafluorophosphate) . 
HBTU (2-(lH-benzotriazole- 1-yl)- 1 . 1 .3.3-tetramethyluronium hexafluorophosphate) . HATU 
(2-(7-aza- IH-benzotriazole- 1-yl)- 1 , 1 ,3,3.-tetramethyluronium hexafluorophosphate) . HOSu (N- 
hydroxy succinimide) . TBTU (2-( IH-benzotriazole- 1-yl)- 1 . 1 .3.3-tetramethylaminium 
tetrafluoroborate) . T3P (propylphosphonic anhydride) , BopCl (bis(2-oxo-3- 
oxazohdinyDphosphonic chloride) and 3-Cl-I- pyridiniumiodide. Apart from HOBt listed above, 
the substances HOAt ( l-hydroxy-7-azabenzotriazole) and HONB (N-hydroxy-5-norbomene-2.3- 
dicarboxyiimide) , which are known to persons skilled in the art, can also be used as coupling 
additives. It is known to persons skilled in the art that these reactions are effectively carried out 
with the addition of a base, such as e.g. DIPEA. Furthermore, different solvents for use in the 
methods mentioned are known to persons skilled in the art. Skilled persons can produce these 
combinations of activation reagents, coupling additives, bases, and solvents themselves with 
their general knowledge and standard literature. 

The followdng is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The applicants have pointed out that the claims are restricted to charge- stabilized leaving 
groups which are defined in the description, on page 1 1, lines 25-33, as follows: "Charge- 
stabilized leaving groups are understood in the present invention to be chemical compounds 
which possess a thio or hydroxyl group and in which the free electron pair of the thiolate or 
hydroxylate ion released by the acylation reaction stands in conjugation with other electron pairs 
from, for example, but not exclusively, C=C or C=N double bonds or in which the thio or 
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hydroxyl group is bound to a carbon atom which is, for its part, bound to an aromatic or 
heteroaromatic ring." Since the scope of the charge- stabilized leaving groups is limited as such, 
the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph and 35 U.S.C. 102(b) over Walsh (US 
2002/0192773) have been withdrawn. 

Furthermore, the applicants have provided a certified English translation of German 
patent application 103 35 584.7, thus perfecting the claim to priority to the German patent 
application. The perfected foreign priority fihng date antedates the references Grunewald and 
Sieber. Therefore, the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) and 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Grunewald 
and Sieber have been withdrawn. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan E. Fernandez whose telephone number is (571)272-3444. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mike Wityshyn can be reached on (571) 272-0926. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Allison M. Ford/ Susan E Fernandez 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1653 Examiner 
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